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LETT LEN 
Robert Seagrave, M. A. 


Occaſioned by his two late Performances: 


One entituled, An Anſiver to Dr. Trapp's four 
Sermons. The other called, Remarks on 


the Biſhop of London's Paſtoral Letter. 
To which are ſubjoined 


Some Nor Es, containing Remarks on the Vindicator of 
Mr. Whitefield in the General Evening-Poſt of Saturday, 
Tuly 14* laſt, on the Subjects of extraordinary Light, 
the Sell. determining Power of the Will, Sc. 


By TiMoTHY SC RUB, M. A. Preacher to 
the Honourable Society of Whoar-fields, and Fellow of | 
| - Grudfireet College. 


— : e —_— ——_— — — 


When Clergy men are ordained, they are not ordained at Random to preach 
in general to the whole World as they travel up and down the Road, but 
to this or that particular Pariſh z and no queſt ion the Reaſon is to prevent 
ſpiritual peddling and gadding up and down the Country with a Bag of tri- 
fling and inſignificant Sermons, enquiring Who will buy any 8 1 ? 

See Pe 37. 
He could raiſe Scruples dark and nice, a 
And after ſolve them in a trice, 
As if Divinity had catch'd 
The Itch on paryoſe to be ſcratch'd. 
Hup1BR As. | 

Dicimus, Hominem natum eſſe in peccato, & in peccato vitam agere; nemi- 
nem poſſe vere dicere, mundum eſſe Cor ſuum; quſtiſſimum quemque ſer- 
vum eſſe inutilem; Legem Dei perfectam eſſe; & a nobis requirere per- 
fectam & plenam Obedientiam ; 81i a nobis in hac vita ſatisfieri non poiſe 
ullo modo, neque eſſe Mortalium quenquam qui poſſit in Conſpectu Dei 
propriis viribus Juſtiſicari. 

Biſhop JewEer's Apol. Eccleſi æ Arnglicanæ. 

Fatemur quidem novas quaſdam, & antea non auditas Sectas, Anabaptiſtae, 
Libertinos, Menonios, Zuenkfeldianos, ſtatim ad Exortum Evangelii Exti- 
tiſſe. | Idem. 
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Brother Seagrave, 


av SHOULD not have appeared 


againſt thy Performance, tend- 


and withal Incapacity, of en- 
—— tering the Liſts with ſo formi- 
dable a Combatant, made it neceſſary. 

And who ſo fit to take up the Cudgels a- 
gainſt you, as one that was brought up at the 
ſame Univerſity, and is generally thought to 
be as great a Maſter of rhetorical Tierce and 
Quarte as yourſelf ? 55 
But to my purpoſe: When you accuſe Dr. 
Trapp with charging the Methodiſts as Hypo- 


crites, Enthuſiaſts and Noveliſts, How do you 


bring them off? and what Anſwer do you 
make? Why truly you fay thus, This for- 
e midable Accuſation I have collected into 
e one View, out of the Doctor's deſultory 

= 7 3 « Man- 


ing to condemn Dr. Trapp, had 
not that Gentleman's Silence, 
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own virtuous Performances for Salvation. 
Now Brother Seagrave, I ſay, that if Chriſti- 
ans do not rely upon their own virtuous Per- 
formances, through the Merits of our blefſed 
Saviour, they have nothing to rely upon for 
Salvation. But more of this by and by, when 
we come to juſtification. In the mean time, 
I think the Senſe of thoſe Words which my 
Brother Trapp has given is true, juſt, and pro- 


LE] 


„Manner of writing, from his Pages 36,'54; 


My 56, 577 6 5, 66, 69. „and don't mention 


one Word that the Doctor there ſays. 


Well, but however, you ſay, p. 5. 9A 
2 thing was objected to the Methodifts while 


on they continued in the Churches. And 
what follows from thence, but that they were 


guilty of the greateſt Irregularity in going out 
of the Church? 


Now for the Senſe you give of the good 


Doctor's Text, you ſay, p. 8. being righteous 
overmuch, is when Chriſtians rely upon their 


per, and which I have collected from ſeveral 
Pages (I forget the Number) and which is as 


fair a Quotation as you yourſelf made before 
me, where you have mentioned the Numbers 


of the Pages, but not a Word therein contain- 
ed, and for which you have been heartily 


laughed at. 


In p. 10. you give a learned Account of 


Madneſs: You argue @ pgſteriori, I argue a 
Madneſs is generally deemed a Diſ— 


V1 or 'R 
order of the Mind: It is called Non Comfpos 
Mis; 
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Mentis; a Perſon under that Misfortune is faid 
to be out of his Mind, and ſo forth: And it 
is commonly the Effect of ſome Difturbance 
in the Mind. Now then, ſeveral weak un- 
thinking People, who are ſoon apt to be ſha- 
ken, and to fall from their own Stedfaſtneſs, 
hearing this terrible Methodiſt, Mr. Wh:te- 
field, pronouncing Damnation .upon all who 
did not think as he did, who did not feel what 
he did, who did not act and do as he did, who 
did not leave every thing, forſake all and fol- 
low him, and who, laſtly, were not actually 
influenced, by the holy Spirit, as he was (with- 
; out offering any Criterion or certain and infal- 
lible Rule whereby they ſhould be able to judge 
and be truly ſenſible of a right Impulſe of the 
holy Spirit) ſeveral, I fay, of theſe weak Peo- 
ple (and ſome too of the better ſort) have by 
N this unaccountable teaching and preaching 
| been diſturbed in their Minds, and from 
thence juſtly deemed out of their Reaſon and 
Senſes; and from thence proceeded the Effect 
of ſinging Pfalms, calling on Mr. Wh:zefield, 
and other Effects you mention'd, and from 
thence enſued ſeveral other Irregularities, too 
many here to mention. Now I appeal to all 
the World, whether this has not been the Cauſe 
of ſeveral Perſons falling under that Misfortune, 
and which therefore muſt be prior and not lat- 
ter to the Diſorder. 7 
You ſay, p. 12. If the Goſpel be preach- 
© ed in the Church, it is well and deſirable; 
A 4 3 
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e but when our Clergy leave the old Truths, 
s and fall into Deiſm, Mankind has a Right 
* to hear the Truth in the Field or at a Meet- 
* ing-houſe,” This deſerves no Anſwer. 
Well, what's next? Why you fay, p. 13. af- 
ter reflecting on the whole Body of Eccleſi- 
aſticks as degenerate and corrupt (whereby 
you hit yourſelf a terrible Knock of the Pate) 
that the Doctor complains the Church is in 
Perils among falſe Brethren. And is it not? 
And that the Church begins to be crucified 
between two Thieves. Now has not the 
Doctor, and every other honeſt and ſincere 
Member of the Church of England, reaſon to 
complain at this very Time that the Church 
zs crucified between two Thieves? Who has 
crucified it ſo much as Whitefield and your- 
$0. — 
Well, what next? Why p. 14. you © hope 
* you have cleared away the Circumſtances 
© of the preſent Controverſy, and ſhall now 
* examine diſtinctly the Grounds of the main 
Charge. Now Doctor Trapp ſtand clear, 
and let us ſee how my Friend Seagrave brings 
the Methodiſts off from the Charge of Enthu- 
ſiaſm. Firſt of all he gives a Definition of 
the Word, which tho' a wretched one, yet 
ſaves me the Trouble almoſt of confuting the 
whole Tenor of my Friend Seagrave's Pam- 
phlet. It runs thus, p. 15. © Enthuſiaſm in 
© the common Acceptation of the ord 
0. ik ” * Wir 


191 

(for * it may alſo have a good Meaning) fig- 
nifies a ſtrong but falſe Pretence to Infpira- 
tion.” Then you go on, © The Doctor 
argues, p. 40, 41, that Mr. Whrzefield and 
his Brethren muſt certainly be Enthufiaſts 
becauſe he ſays their Perſuaſion of being in- 
ſpiredis{upported by no Evidence or Proof.” + 

> An 


* Enthuſiaſm may have a good Meaning! What an Enthu- 
ſiaſt is here? Oh! mon/trum horrendum ! 

+ The Vindicator of Mr. Whitefie/d, in the General Even- 
inxg- Poſt of Saturday, July 14. laſt, endeavours to help Mr. 

Whitefield out in his Account of Impulſes, inward Feelings, 
and the like, and endeavours to anſwer Mr. Tucger's Obſerva- 
tions, but has left the Reader more in the dark, as to what he 
and Mr. Whitefield means, than ever. He ſays, —*© You 
* muſt prove that ſuch ſort of Experiences as Mr. Whitefield 
“ mentions are not the Operations of the Holy Spirit.” 
Ridiculous ! . Prove what? Is not Mr. Whitefield, or his 
Vindicator, to explain, prove, and make appear to the World, 
what theſe Experiences are? When they have done that, they 
will ſufficiently prove themſelves not to be the Operation of 
the Holy Spirit... The Apoſtles and Prophets, and other 
primitive Teachers, gave ſufficient Evidence or Proof of the 
Operations of the Holy Spirit upon them, and that they 
were divinely inſpired in an extraordinary Manner. But 
what Proof has Mr. Whitefield given of his having ſuch ex- 
traordinary Influences and Operations of the Holy Spirit? 
None at all. 
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His is a dark Lant born of the Spirit, 
Which none ſee by but thoſe that bear it. 


Mr. Tucker charged Mr. Whitefield very juſtly “ with pre- 
« tending to have received extraordinary Influxes of the Deity, 
% the Uſe and Benefit of which, neither he nor his Friends 
„have yet been able to make out.” Inſtead of doing this, 
you tell Mr. Tzc#er that he mult prove theſe Experiences not 
to be the Operations of the Spirit. In order to which, if 
Mr. Tucker is to prove theſe Experiences not to be the Opera- 
tions of the Spirit, he muſt firſt prove or explain what theſe 
Experiences are; what they conſiſt of; and what Evidence 

| can 


i [ 10 } 


An Argument ſtrong, clear, and every way 


concluſive. For if Inſpiration is a miracu- 
lous Gift ( as it certainly is) that Perſon 
who lays claim to it ought certainly to give 
ſome Evidence or Proof of his being divinely 

8 „ 10 inſpired 


can be given of them, c. which is the very thing that is 


| challenged of Mr. Whitefield and his Vindicator, and which 


is incumbent upon them to do... but which neither of them 
are able to do. But inſtead of all this, to tell Mr. Tucker and 


the whole World, that © his having no Notion or Experience 
of ſuch things, can never be an Argument againſt others 


77 


« having them,” is, if any thing, an Argument directly 
againſt them. For if, for Inſtance, Mr. Tucker, and all other 


Clergymen of the Church, are endowed with the ſame mo- 


ral and intellectual Powers and Faculties, and are capable of 
receiving the ſame Infuſions, Influxes and Operations of the 
Holy Spirit upon their Minds, as Mr. Whitefield ; and I hope 


no body can deny, but they are capable of receiving ſuch ex- 
traordinary Gifts as well as Mr. Whitefield : Then, if fo, Is it 
reaſonable to ſuppoſe that God Almighty has hitherto withheld 


theſe extraordinary Influences from the whole Church and 


. Clergy, and never inſpired or influenced them in the manner 


he has Mr. Whitefield, or that they were not capable of being 
inſpired and influenced in as extraordinary a manner as Mr. 
Whitefield ? And if none of our Clergy, not even thoſe 
among them who have been moſt eminent and remarkable for 
their great Parts and Learning, their exemplary Lives and 


Sanctity of Manners, ever made any ſuch Pretenſions to ſuch 
extraordinary and miraculous Influences, Manifeſtations and 


Aſſiſtances, and the like; and if at the ſame time they muſt 
be ſuppoſed to be under the ſame Influence, Direction and 
Providence of Almighty God when they writ, preached and 
prayed, as Mr. Whitefield: If fo, then does not all this amount 
to a Proof, that what Mr. Whitefie/d talks of extraordinary 


Light, Impulſes, inward Feelings, Manifeſtations of the Spi- 


rit, and the like, muſt be mere Enthuſiaſm and ridiculous 


Cant. And if he can give no Evidence or Proof of his being 


poſſeſſed of theſe Experiences; then is it not ridiculous to ask 
Mr. Tucker to prove they are not the Operations of the Holy 


Spirit, when hey (i. e. thoſe Experiences) are even what can- 
not be explained, proved, Or made dato ee 31-53-25 $338 
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inſpired and endowed with ſuch a miraculous 
Gift, otherwiſe his Claim muſt fall to the 
Ground, and expoſe him to the Contempt of 
his Followers, as the Hiſtories of all Ages will 
inform us has actually happen'd to all falſe 
Pretenders to Inſpiration, Here note, I ſpeak 
of Inſpiration in the proper Senſe of the Word, 
as a miraculous Gift (i. e.) of knowing the 
Will of God in a more immediate and extra- 
ordinary manner than the reſt of Mankind; 
and this Gift was only beſtowed on the Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles and other primitive Tea- 
chers and Preachers; but when other Miracles 
ceaſed that ceaſed of courſe. 


And the Scripture exprefily makes this the 


Characteriſtick of an Apoſtle or inſpired Per- 
ſon in the Primitive Times, whereby they 
were diſtinguiſhed from all others. For St. 
Paul fays that he did not learn the Goſpel 


2 an human way, but purely. by Revelati- 
* on” or Inſpiration. But how did he ſup- 
port this Character? why by Signs, Miracles 


and Wonders, otherwiſe his Claim muſt have 


fell to the und. And this Power of work- 


ing Miracles with which the Apoſtles were 
endued, was an Evidence of their general 


Commiſſion from God to teach the World; 
thoſe ſupernatural Works gave them an unli- 
mited Authority over the Chriſtian Church ; 
they were a Proof that the divine Aſſiſtance 


accompanied them in every thing they did or 


ſaid. And without queſtion, the Power of 


Miracles 
1 


1 

Miracles did authorize every thing the Apoſtles 
did or ſaid in purſuance of their Office of 
teaching. But what Evidence does Mr. White- 
field give of his Power or Authority in his Of- 
fice of teaching the whole World, on which 
he has arrogantly uſurped. Nay, has he not 
gone a Step further, and to ſhew his boundleſs 
Ambition, claimed a higher Honour or Cha- 
racter than that of an Apoſtle, by making 
himſelf equal to an Angel: To prove this, I 
refer the Reader to the laſt Continuation of 
his Journal during his Detenſion by the Em- 
bargo, in which he aſſerts, that © he was re- 
<« ceived as an Angel of God.” After a Man 
has made ſuch extravagant and ridiculous 
Claims, and not able to prove any Title to the 
loweſt Degree of Inſpiration ; Have you much 
Reaſon to find fault with Doctor Trapp, p. 15. 
for ſaying he is poſitive he does not feel any 
particular Impulſe of the Spirit? Every body in 
his Reaſon and Senſes will ſay ſo too, becauſe 
there is no Criterion or Mark of theſe Impul- 
ſes: As to the ordinary Influences of the Spi- 
rit, which conſiſt in Repentance and Amend- 
ment of Life, they are underſtood by every 
one ＋, but as to theſe extraordinary Impulſes, 
there can be no Evidence given of them. 
I The Vindicator of Mr. Whitefield, in the General Even- 
ing- Pot of Saturday, Faly 14. laſt before mention'd, moſt ri- 
diculouſly asks, Whether Mr. Whitefield ever pretended to 
«© have received any miraculous Effuſions of the Spirit?” 
— Now any one that reads his ſilly Journals (even a Reader 
of the meaneſt Capacity) may eaſily diſcover ſuch Claims 6 

Bd re- 


[ 19 } 
As to your Comments upon the Articles of 
the Church of England, it is plain from them 
| ns wr 


Pretenfions to ſuch an extraordinary Degree of Favour with 
Almighty God, ſuch extraordinary Light received from him, 
and ſuch extraordinary Aſſiſtances of the Spirit, as muſt in the 
common and obvious Senſe of every Language amount to, 
what may well be called, Miraculous... For what is mira- 
culous, but what exceeds the common and ordinary Method 
of natural Cauſes? And if the Aſſiſtances (Mr. V hite feld 
thinks) he had of God's particular and immediate Favour and 
Providence, the Aſſiſtances he immediately received from him, 
the extraordinary Light he pretends has been vouchſafed him, 
(which cauſed him to think Archbiſhop Till atgſon knew no more 
of Chriſtianity than Mabomet): I ſay, it all this exceeds the 
common and ordinary Method of God's dealing with Men, 
and the common and ordinary Influences of his Holy Spirit, as 
much as a Miracle exceeds the common and ordinary Method 
of natural Cauſes; then does it not follow, that Mr W|Whzze- 
field has actually claimed Effuſions, Aſſiſtances and Manifeſta- 
tions, which are purely miraculous? | | 

Mr. Tucker very juſtly obſerved, ©** That Mr. Whitefield had 


„ pretended to have receiyed into his Soul extraordinary In- 


« fluxes of the Deity, the Uſe and Benefit of which neither 
6 he nor his Friends have yet been able to make out.“ 
In Anſwer to this the Vindicator of Mr. Mhitefield obſerves, 


«c That the Operations of the Spirit upon his Soul, which 


« Mr. . pretends to, or ſays he experiences, are at- 
« tended with a very extraordinary Uſe and Benefit to him- 
« ſelf and others, in Fpcopraging and aſſiſting him in that 
« ſtritt exemplary Way of holy Living, which makes him ſa 
« bright an Ornament to the Chriſtian. Profeſſion, and in 
c keeping up that Zeal and Fervency in his Heart, which 
„ makes him ſo wonderful and ſucceſsful an Inſtrument in the 
«© Converſion of Souls.“ Now here I would firſt beg 


'Jeave to ask, what this Vindicator means by a {trit exemplary 
% way of Life?” Is going up and down the Fields and Coun- 


try Villages, drawing and gathering Crowds of People toge- 
ther, and preaching, praying, and pouring forth extempore, 
unconnected, incoherent Rhapſody of his own (not the Spi- 
Tit's) Invention and Suggeſtion ; prevailing on People to leave 
their proper Buſineſs and Employments to ramble up and 
down with him ; drawing them from the Duty they owe to 
God, their King and their Country; reflecting on all Gow 
| an 
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Lav. 
you know nothing of the matter, and you have 
given ſufficient Proof that you are not inſpired. 

Nor are all the Collects and Bits of Arti- 
cles you have put together any thing to your 


and Degrees of Men; damning and curſing all whom he calls 
Unregenerate, and that don't follow him? Can this, in the 
firſt place with regard to outward Demeanor, be called an ex- 
emplary way of Life in the Senſe which he means? Exemplary 
it is; but I hope no body will follow ſo bad an Example. —- 
Then as to what he calls a holy Way of Life, which muſt re- 
late to thoſe inward moral Principles by which the Vindicator 
ſuppoſes Mr. Whitefield is guided, or on which he acts; I 
would ask, How does this Vindicator know what are the Prin- 
ciples, Springs or Motives of Mr. Whitzfeld's Conduct? If 
the Advancement of true Religion be the thing he aims at, 
will that Method do that he has choſen? Is it the way to 
come at the Knowledge of, and propagate the Truth, by diſ- 


daining and refuſing to accept of thoſe Helps, or thoſe Means, 


by which he and all other Perfons muſt gradually arrive at this 
Knowledge; and refufing to acknowledge and ſubmit to the 
ordinary Method of God's moral Government and Providence, 
and Dealings with Mankind; but arrogantly claiming (what 
can never be expected) an extraordinary Degree of Light, of 
Knowledge, of Aſſiſtances, of Aſſurances, and I know not 


what? But how does this Vindicator know, but that Mr. 


Whitefield may be aQuated or influenced by ſome other Mo- 
tives or Principles ? May not all this proceed from Vain-glory, 


a View of gaining popular Applauſe, an Affectation of Singu- 


larity, or many other Motives unknown to his FVindicator and 
me? Then as to being an Ornament to the Chriſtian Profeſſi- 


on, I would defire to know wherein? His Vindicator ought to 


give us a Catalogue of his Virtues before he attempts to fix 
ſuch a Character on one, who, I dare ſay, will never be rank- 
ed among the Number of the fincere Profeſſors of Chriſtiani- 


ty. Then as to that Zeal and Fervency the Vindicator men- 

tions, and which he ſays has made him ſo wonderful an In- 

ſtrument in the Converſion of Souls oun 

no more, than that Degree of Aſſurance which always ariſes in 

Proportion to 1 or that Encouragement which a Man 
u 


J find it amounts to 


receives from his ſuppoſed Admirers and Followers. And 
as to his Converſion of Souls, I know of none that has been 
converted, but of Numbers whom he has driven to the loweſt 


Abyſs of Deſpair and Sadneſs. 


( 15 ] 
purpoſe ; they directly prove the contrary of 
what Mr. Whitefield pretends, which is being 
divinely inſpired in ſuch a manner as J have 
before deſcribed, and which conſiſts in know- 
ing the Will of God in an extraordinary“ and 

PE e ſuper- 
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*The Vindicator of Mr. Whitefield, to ſhew his wonderful 
Sagacity and Skill in arguing, ſets before the Reader Part of 
one of Mr. Tucker's Queries, and his Anſwer, It runs thus: 
Mr. Tucker asks, What are thoſe Principles, Doctrines, Ar- 
„ ticles of Faith, which this extraordinary Light reveals?“ 
The Anſwer was, Thoſe Principles, Doctrines, Articles of 
« Faith, c. we will ſuppoſe to be ſuch as are contained i 
« Scripture, and ſuch as are effectual to convey ſo much di- 
« vine Knowledge as is neceſſary to Salvation.” —Now all the 
World knows, that in the Scriptures are contained all things ne- 
ceſſary for Salvation; and every one, by a due and proper Uſe 
of the Scriptures, may attain ſuch a Degree of divine Know- 
| ledge as is neceſſary for that End, rbugn the ordinary Aids 
and Aſſiſtances of God's Spirit, (which he gives to them that 
ask him) enabling and aſſiſting them in ſearching thoſe Scrip- 
tures. But when any Perſon pretends, or lays claim to 
extraordinary Light, to extraordinary Aſſiſtances, extraordina- 
ry Effuſions, and the like; is it not natural to ask, What are 
the Principles, Doctrines, Articles of Faith, &c. which 
this extraordinary Light reveals?” Has not this been the 
Caſe in all Ages of the Church, where extraordinary Light 
has never been revealed or given but upon extraordinary Occa- 
fions; either to explain or confirm ſome Doctrines, or to add 
ſome new Revelation, or eſtabliſh ſome foregoing one, and 
that only for the general Uſe and Benefit of the Church? But 
has not Chriſtianity and its Doctrines been long ago ſufficient- 
ly atteſted and confirmed? And has there been for many hun- 
dred Years any extraordinary Light, any extraordinary Effu- 
fions, Gifts or. Inſpiration granted to any Perſon, who was 
capable of giving any Evidence or Proof of ſuch Gifts? And 
has there been any Occaſion for any ſuch extraordinary Light, 
extraordinary Effuſions, &c. when the ordinary Means of 
propagating and preſerving that Religion, which God had left 
to the World by the Writings of thoſe whom he inſpired, and 
by whom he revealed his Will, were ſufficient for that End? 

And, laſtly, If any Perſon ſhould ariſe, pretending to ſuch ex- 

| | " n ttraordinary 


1 
þ 
. 

* 


1 
f 

1 
in 
| 
-: 
. 
| 
4 
"n 
| 
= 
| | 
1 
1 


ſupernatural manner, and being highly favour- 
ed with and commiſſioned by him to inſtruct 


the 


traordinary Light, Ts it nat reaſonable to expect that ſome- 
thing new or extraordinary ſhould be revealed by that Light? 
And if ſuch Perſon can give no Evidence of this Kind, Is it 


not reaſonable to conclude him an Impoſtor, and Deceiver of 


Mankind. | 
This ridiculous Vindicator, to give another Inſtance of his 
great Skill and Diſcernment in finding out Faults, pretends to 


correct Mr. Tucker for being ſo — in expreſſing him- 


ſelf in this manner: Though I am hitherto unacquainted 


„ with this extraordinary and ſupernatural Light; and then 
asks, „Do not theſe Words imply, that extraordinary Light 


* and ſupernatural Light are the ſame thing?” Why, Yes, 


Mr. Vindicator, it does; and what then? Does not the Diſ- 


pute between you and Mr. Tucter relate to what is ſupernatu- 
ral? And is not what is ſupernatural extraordinary? Then, 


dic verſa, extraordinary in this Caſe is ſupernatural, But, 
however, you ask, ( for you are full of Queſtions) ** Is not 


«« the Light given us by the Spirit of God a ſupernatural 
% Light, or a Light which our natural Powers are incapable 
6 of giving us? I grant, ſuch Light as Mr. Whitefield claims, 


is a Light indeed which our natural Powers are incapable of 


giving us. But who do you know, ſince the Days of the 
Apoſtles, ever had ſuch Light given them? Or what Occafi- 
on has there been for this ſupernatural Light, after God Al- 
mighty had afforded common and ordinary Means of knowing 


His Will, and coming at the Light, = it in the Ho- 
ictated by the Spirit of 


ty Scriptures? And as theſe were 
God, ſo conſequently the Light thereby given us is © a Light 


„which our natural Powers are capable of giving us; 7. e. 
ſuch a Light as we, by a right Uſe of our natural Powers and 


rational Faculties, are capable of arriving at. But all beyond 
this is ſupernatural and extraordinary, and conſequently mira- 
culous. So you now fee that in this Diſpute the Terms Mr, 


Tucker had choſen to convey his Ideas to the Reader were both 


clear and accurate, at the fame time that yours are puzzling 


and confounding ; and indeed in this Caſe I muſt confeſs you 


have either ſhewn a great deal of [ ty, or a great deal of 
Knavery. But I rather impute it ts the latter: for ſubtle Diſ- 
utants in a bad Cauſe take as much pains as they can to con- 


fuſe the Reader's Ideas, and by that means cloud and ſuſpend 


his Judgment by blending the 'Terms, puzzling the _ 
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the reſt of Mankind. And that this is what 
Mr. Whitefield claims, may be proved from 
his Journals, Sermons, Speeches, and the like, 
He claims as much as any Apoſtle ever did. 
Dos he not (for Inſtance) attribute or aſcribe 
the moſt ordinary and common Event, which 
happen'd to him in the Courſe of his Voyage, 
to the Extraordinary {not ordinary) 1 
8 8” 0 


and confounding the whole Drift of his Antagoniſt's Reaſon- 
ing and Arguments. 0, | OT 5803 
The Vindicator goes on: Whether the Light Mr. 
* Whitefield has receiv'd be extraordinary or not, the Faith 
*< wrought in him by the Holy Spirit is, we muſt reaſonably 
imagine, a Faith only in the eſſential written Doctrines of 
„ Chriſtianity:“ And then asks, Did Mr. Whitefield ever 
«« preach any Doctrine, but what either was in Scripture, or 
** what he thought was there? I can't tell what he thought 
was there; but whoever has heard him, can ſufficiently atteſt, 
that he has preached ſuch Doctrine (ſuch monſtrous, abſurd and 
extravagant Doctrine) as cannot be paralle!'d even in the Alco- 
ran; ſuch Doctrine as is repugnant not only to (and conſe- 
quently not contained in) the Holy Scriptures, but even to 
Reaſon, and the common Senſe of all Mankind. This thou- 
ſands who have heard him can ſufficiently prove. Such 
have been his ridiculous mountebank Exclamations againſt 
Horſe-racing, Plays, Balls, Aſſemblies, and the like Diverſi- 
ons; harmleſs and innocent in themſelves, and calculated to 
preſerve Health, and cauſe an eaſy and regular Flow of Spirits, 
and when moderately uſed produce thoſe Effects; but when 
the End and Deſign of theſe things is perverted, then a Train 
of ill Conſequences indeed necefiarily follows. But why mutt 
the Ule of a thing be confounded with the Abule of it? But 
this is WÞz7efield like ! J ſhall only juſt mention a very judici- 
ous and pitly Obſervation of Dr. Trapp's, and which may ſerve 
as a full and compleat Anſwer to all ſuch ridiculous Stuff: 
% That all Chriſtians muſt have to do with ſome kind of Va- 
«« nities, or elſe they muſt go out of the World indeed, for 
„ the World itſelf is all over Vanity ;” and I believe (as much 
as Mr. Whitefield exclaims againlt it) Vanity (and ſomewhat 
elſe which I won't mention) is the only Source, Spring and 
Motive of his whole Conduct. 
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of Almighty God, as if he was a peculiar Fa- 
vourite of Heaven? Does he not claim ſuch 
an extraordinary Degree of Inſpiration as if he 
thought himſelf deſigned by God to enlighten, 
reform, and inſtruct the reſt of Mankind? Is 
not his ridiculous, Journals, which have expo- 
{cd him to the Contempt and Scorn, as well as 
Laughter, of the whole Nation, full of ſuch 
Cant and enthuſiaſtick F lights And as to 


your Notion of Juſtification, it is as abſurd as 


any thing can poſſibly be, and infinitely worſe 


in its Conſequences than the Popiſh Doctrine 


of Merit, to which you ſo ſtrenucuſly oppoſe 
it. Both are Extremes; but, of the two, yours 


is the worſt, To ſuppoſe that upon account of 


the Satisfaction and Merit of Chriſt, we have 
a leſs Obligation to Probity and Sanctity of 
Manners, is directly oppoſite to thoſe Terms, 


by, and upon which, we {ſhall be accepted, 


GR the Merits of Chviſt . In ſhort, your 
Doctrine 


0 But her of theſe Ways hath God taken away the Ob- 
ligation of the original Law of Obedience, either as unto Du- 
ties or Recompences of Reward ; neither is there any direct 
Law made for its Abrogation; nor hath he given any Nees 
Law of moral Obedience either inconſiſtent with, or contrar 
unto it: Vea, in the Goſpel it is declared to be eitabliſhed and 
fulfilled. OwEx on Zu/tification, p. 3 50. 

It is contrary to the Scripture; for it is plainly affirmed, 
that the Law is not to be aboliſhed, but fulfilled ; not to be 
made void, but to be eſtabliſhed; that the Rightcouſnes of it 

mu? be fulfilled in us. Idem, p. 354. | 

Freed from the Slavery of Sin, Rom. vi. 14. From Con- 
demnation, Rom. viii. 1. From all ſlaviſn Fears and Terrors, 

om. viii. 15. From the LazV. Freed, I mean, from the 


Curſe of it; freed from the condemning Power of it; freed. 


from 


[19] 
Doctrine (and conſequently Yhitefield's, for 
they are the fame) gives the greateſt Encou- 
ragement to ſinning that can be? It annuls 
all religious Obligation whatever; and ſets at 
once at nought the Commandments. of God. 


Is it not evident that there lies on all Men an 
Obligation with reſpect to Almighty God, the 


ſupreme Governor of the World, by vertue of 
which we are bound to adore his Majeſty, and 
to obey his Commandments and Laws? And 
whoever wholly violates or breaks: through 


this Obligation, ſtands guilty of the moſt hei- 


nous Charge of Atheiſm. And from this Ob- 


ligation flows another Obligation, and that is, 


from Man to Man; by vertue of which, they 


are engaged to perform all theſe moral and ſo- 
cial Duties and Virtues ; without which no So- 


ciety could ſubſiſt; and without the Practice 


and Obſervance of which, they can never pro- 


cure either Happineſs in chis World or in the 
next. But if they are to be juſtified, at all E- 
vents, merely by an Act of Faith, then there 


is an End of all Morality and Religion, and 


Virtue, at once. In ſhort, your Doctrine 


B 2 tends 


from the Coaktion and Compulſion of it; freed from the ri- 
gorous Exaction and inexorable Demands of it, as it is a Co- 
venant of Works: But not freed from the Doctrine of Ho- 
lineſs contained in it. The Juſtiſed and Adopted are every 
way freed from the Law, as it was an Enemy, and againſt us, 
Luke i. but not freed, as it is our Guide and Director, con- 
taining the Rule of God's holy Will. Our Sonſbip doth not 
free us from Service, but from Slavery; not from Holineſs, but 
to Holineſs. There is a free Service which benefits the Con- 
dition of a Son: God's Service is perfect Freedom. Arch- 
biſhop UsneR's Body of Divinity. 
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1 tends to deprive a Man of the Sreateſt Felicity 
| and Comfort he can enjoy in this Life, which 
is the inexpreſſible Pleaſure and Satisfaction 
that atiſes in a Man's Mind or Conſcience, 
from having done well; and it gives the great- 
55 Encouragement to wicked Men, by free- 
g them from that Terror, Remorſe and 
Untafnek which ariſes from doing amiſs. 
For the wicked Man will naturally conclude, 
that ſince no good Performances will forward, 
ſo no wicked Performances can hinder his Sal 
vation. Vou ſee now that this abſurd Do- 
Erine of yours is naturally attended with the 
worſt Conſequences. And if true Religion, 
good Manners, and the Performance of all 
moral and focial Virtues ſignify nothing, then 
there muſt be ſome other Account given of 
God's juſtifying Men (tho by Faith only) and 
that muſt be reſolved into his arbitrary Will 
and Pleaſure; and ſince Men muſt be qualifi- 
ed ſome how or other for this Juſtification, 
if they can't qualify themſelves, then they 
muſt be ſuppoſed to act mechanically ; ; and 
they may truly ſay, 05 


| Pati ita Cup eſt; nemo fit fato m NOCens. 
"FEFETA OO: ver. 1028. 


rl 


Such : 


Mr. 3 very july nbſerved, that « Mr. Whitefield had 

3&6 „ e the Regenerate as mere Machines, being actua- 
- 46 ted by the Spirit to ſuch a Degree, as to have their Wills 

ver- ruled, and to be no more moral Agents than a der 
66 © 
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Such Doctrines as you and Mr. Whitefield, 
and other Enthuſiaſts, have lately preached 


3 e 


of Clock- work.“ In Proof of, hich Aſſertion,, Mr. Tucker 
3 referred to Mr. Whitefield's Character as given and 


ſign'd by himſelf, and which was ſome time ago -publiſhed in 
the publick News- Papers, and never contradicted or diſpwned 


14 


by Mr. Whitefe/d. He there affirms, <« That the Holy Ghoſt 


« firſt appeals to the Underſtanding, then over-rulesthe Will.” 
Upon which the Vindicator asks, Does not this plainly re- 


« late to what is done by the Holy Spirit at the time of a 
56 Sinners Converſion?” Then afterwards adds, “ Nothing is 
© more plain, that either the Will muſt then be over: ruled, or 


« the Sinner muſt remain un converted. Now this Do- 


ctrine deſtroys and eradicates the very firſt Principle of Virtue, 
takes away the Neceſſity of Rewards and Puniſhments, and 
introduces in its Conſequences a kind of fatal Neceſſit/) 


For firſt, if the Will be over-ruled, then all Freedom of mo- 


ral Agency muſt be taken away and deſtroyed; and where is 
the Virtne of a Sinner's Converſion, if he be compelled or 
forced thereto by an over-ruling or ſuperior Power? Is there 
any Virtue in that Action that is done through any kind of 
Conſtraint, Force or Neceſſity ?. Has not the Author of our 
Being ſet before us Good and Evil, Liſe and Death, that we 
may chaſe the one, and refuſe the other? But where is this Li- 
berty of Choice or Indifference left, in a Perſon whoſe Will is 
over-ruled in the manner Mr. J}/h:tefield deſcribes? [Is it not 
evident that there muſt be a ſelf-determining Power lodged in 

the Will, in its Purſuit as well of moral Good, as of natural 
Good? And tho' the Will is generally determined by the 
greateſt, apparent Good, or ſuperior Fitneſs ; yet {till it has a 


ſelf-determing Power of its own, otherwiſe the Poet's Obſer- 


vation would not be juſt: 
Video meliora probogue; deteriora ſequor. 


_2aly, If the Spirit in; a Sinner's, Converſion over-rules the 
Will, and fo produces or cauſes his Converſion, then it is no 
Act of the Sinner's ; and then if ſo, how is he entituled to 
any Reward ? This Doctrine therefore takes away the Neceſſi- 
ty of Rewards and Puniſhments. The Spirit indeed firſt illu- 
minates or enlightens the Underſtanding, clears up its Appre- 


henſions and Notions of hrs and heavenly things; and 


then by the Lovelineſs and Amiableneſs of thoſe Objects, the 


Soul 
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22 
and publiſhed, I think very properly fall un- 
der the Cognizance of the Civil Magiſtrates: 

ee ee e N 


Soul is naturally led to follow, chuſe and embrace them, and 
conſequently is converted. But ſtill after all, the Sinner has a 
ſelf determining Power in his Will, and often remains obdu- 
rate and impenitent, notwithſtanding thoſe Means of Grace 
thus imparted to him, and which therefore makes him culpa- 
ble and deſerve Puniſhment, and which verifies the Obſervation 
of the Poet above. The Vindicator obſerves, that If then 
„ we have not a Will of our own to do good, our evil or 
* corrupt Will muſt conſequently be over-ruled before we can 
4% have a Will to do it,” But why muſt the Will be over- 
ruled in the Act of a Sinner's Converſion, or compelled by the 
irreſiſtible Power of Divine Grace, which this Propoſition 
W ſuppoſes? Grace is generally by Divines divided into 
two Kinds, e e and aſſiſting Grace; the for- 
mer is that whereby God is pleaſed to put into our Minds 
good Deſires; and the latter, whereby we are enabled to bring 
the ſame to good Effect: But neither of them deſtroys or 
takes away the Freedom of moral Agency. He might as well 
have ſaid, That becauſe we have not a Will to do good, we 
have no Will at all; that is, that there is no ſuch thing as“ a 
e ſelf- moving Power of the Mind.” The Will may be in- 
fluenced, may be led, biaſſed and directed, but cannot be 
(what the Vindicator means by) over-ruled; for that makes the 
moral Man a mere Machine. I cannot here omit making a 
Quotation from the Work of a moſt learned, incomparable 
and excellent Writer, whoſe Words can never be ſufficiently 
admired, and who has put this Point out of all manner of Dif. 
pute: + © This Scheme of the ſelf-determining Power of the 
Will repreſents the Doctrine of the Freedom of Man's Will, 
«© and the Power and Prevalence of divine Grace, in a moſt 
* happy Harmony and Conſiſtency, perhaps beyond what any 
other Scheme can repreſent. Suppoſe God decree and de- 
« termine to convert ſuch a Sinner as One/imus to Faith and 
Holineſs; he can repreſent to his Underſtanding, by his 
own Word, and by the additional Operation of his own 
Spirit, the Fitneſs and Goodneſs of Faith in Chriſt, and 
true Repentance, in ſuch a ſuperior Light, as he who knows 
the Hearts, Sentiments and Situation of all Men, doth cer- 
tainly foreſee, will be not only ſufficient but effectual to 


Þ+ Hay on the Freedom of M. ill in God and in Creatures. 
= | influence 
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For it is their Buſineh to take care, that no O- 
pinions that tend to draw Men off from their 
Duty, be inculcated in the Minds of the Peo- 
Ple. 

B 4 | Once 
« influence the Will of One. F mus to comply with it. And yer 
« God need not mechanically or phyſically, neceſſarily or ir- 
« refiitibly move and conſtrain the Will of the Creature to 
« comply; and though the Will is left to its own free Agency 


«© and ſelf determining Power, yet the Light in which God 
5 ſets the Goſpel before the Eyes of the Mind is ſo great, as 


« will finally and certainly perſuade the Will, tho' not neceſ- 


« ſarily impel, [over-rule] or conſtrain it. And the great 
God, who knows mtimately the Make and Conſtitution of 
6: our Natures, and our preſent Situation, ſees clearly that this 


„ Light will he finally effectual to influence the Will freely to 
„ comply with the Propoſals of Grace.” Thus far that 


learned Author, whoſe Words I think ſufficiently overthrow 
Mr. Whi!zfield's Propoſition, © That in the Act of a Sinner's 
«© Converſion the Will mult be ver-ruled, or the Sinner muſt 
& remain unconverted” and conſequently Mr. Whitefield s 
Doctrine, and your Defence of it, mult fall to the Ground. 

3dly and Jaſtiy, If the Will be over-ruled in the manner 
Mr. Whitfield deferibes, then there is an End of all Freedom 
of Agency, of all Liberty of Choice, Volition, or any other 
Act of the Will; and ſuch Perſons, who are over-ruled in 
ſuch a manner, are no more free“ moral Agents than a Piece 
„of Clock-work,” as Mr. Tucker very judiciouſly obſerves ; 
and this Doctrine naturally introduces, in its Conſequences, a 
kind of fatal Neceſſity, as may plainly be deduced from what 
has been before alledged. How hard muſt Men be preſs'd 
under an Hypotheſis, when they fly to ſuch evaſive Shifts 
as theſe! How much eaſter and better would it be to give 


« up all ſuch unknown and unaccountable Impulſes, and attri- 
bute all to the ſelf- moving Power of the Mind, the true, 


te the obvious, the only Source of Action ? Eu on the Free- 
dom of the Will. 


To conclude with the Vindicator's own Words: &« have 


« now, I think, done with you, and would adviſe you, as a 
«© Friend, to meddle no more with Controverſy ; for that fort 
„of Writing ſeems not to be your Talent: You will only en- 


„ tangle and bewilder yourRlt the more, the further boy pre” 
«& coed 10/45.” | 


1 
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Once more. Every Man for the better 
maintaining and preſerving himſelf in the 
World; hath need of external Goods and Poſ- 
ſeſſions; concerning which, it is the Com- 
mand of Reaſon and Nature that we endea- 
vour the Procurement of them, ſo far as is 
conſiſtent with our Strength, oui Opportuni- 
ties, and our Honeſty. The Ant which Vir- 
gil-F makes fo prudent a Provider for old Age, 


is even in the divine Writings propoſed a- 


mongſt the Examples of harmicis Induftry.* 
But has not Mr. Vhitgſeld's preaching proved 
deſtrucive of all this? I appeal to numberleſs 
ſad Examples to teſtify it. 


e Wretch that hopes | 
p his idle Hands with idle Prayers, 
Aud wil not work to live, ſhould fairly ſtarve: 


Wye GaddandiMep. rden | eren — 


OY III. 


1 Ti 1 DE Cultur of the Mind, 5 
conſiſting in the various Knowledg e of Things, 


and of Arts and Diſcipline, is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary. And as our Life was given us by our 
great Creator, as a Kind of Courſe or Race, in 


Which every one ought to exerciſe his Strength 
and Abilities; ſo it is not to be meaſured but 


by a conſtant Succeſſion of Good: Actions. Eve- 


ry one is therafare to tale care that he be not a 
12110 5 If 20 neben 


+ tpi ny arg ſenekter AO 
„ + Vine One: 1 1. v. 186. 
* prov. vi. 6. 


1 Puffendorf. 
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uſeleſs Burden to the Earth, unprofitable to 
himſelf, and troubleſome to vihers' what Mr. 


Whitefield and n ) e ont what Tg 
Wt: 864 
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Mors nobi nu, babetur i mers, | 


What los bern offered 18 ant i to a | 


the Neceſſity of good Works, and a conſtant 
Series and Succeſſion of moral, good and virtu- 


ous Actions, in order to our being uſeful Mem- 


bers of Society, and to render us acceptable to 


God, through the Merits of our dear Redeem- 
er; and not᷑ to ſuppoſe, that becauſe the Per- 
fection of his Righteouſneſs or Obedience is to 
be an Attonement for the Imperfection of ours; 


and that becauſe we cannot perform perfect 


and unſinning Obedience, that therefore we 


muſt perform no Odediende at all. Theſe are 
the Conſequences that flow from yours and 
Mr. Wh:tefield's Doctrine, which you inſolent- 
ly oppoſe to the Sentiments of the :preateſt, 
moſt eminent, and learned Divines that ever 


appeared among us. 


In p. 26. You are renderaning ſomes ofthe 
moſt learned and beſt Divines of that Church 
of which you and I are unworthy Members; 
and after putting your own Senſe on the Arti- 
cles of that Church, tell us, very inſolently, 
that that is the grammatical! Senſe of them. 

Then, in p. 28. you come to paraphraſe on 
Dr. Trapp's Text, and firſt upon the Words; 
Ne 


[26] 
Be not righteous guermuch, And the Senſe you 
give of them, and which you ſay Mankind 
ſhould ſhun (and I hope all Mankind will) you 
ſay is the moſt dangerous Senſe; which is 
blurting out ſomething you did not expect to 
be turned againſt you. Now the Senſe you 
would give of theſe Words is, that we are not 
to rely on that ſandy: weak. Foundation, hu- 
£ man Righteouſneſs, 7 our Salvation.“ Now 
tho' after indeed a Man has done all that he 
can, he is ſtill. an unprofitable 'Servant ; and 
though all our Righteouſneſs are as filthy Rags; 
yet itill, what are the expreſs Terms of the 
Goſpel Covenant, but Faith and Obedience? 
And although our Righteouſneſs alone will not 
avail, yet are We not expreſly obliged to per- 
form all the good Works we poſſibly can; and 
will they not be accepted through the Merits 
of our dear Redeemer ? Is not every Man to 
be judged according to the Things done in the 
Body, whether it be good or bad? Are we 
not to work out our own Salvation? What do 
you ſay to all this, but that our own virtuous 
Performances ſignify nothing ? Is not this the 
Way to open a wide Door, not barely to He- 
reſy and Schiſm, but to Anarchy, . Confuſion, 
Sedition, Rebellion, and all Kinds of Immo- 
rality; ſuch as Drunkenneſs, Debauchery, 
Murder, Whoredom, Inceſt, and every other 
Kind of Vice that can be mention d. When 
Men are told that Works of Righteouſneſs ſig- 
wy nothing, will not they naturally be glad 
tO 
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to find themſelves freed from thoſe Reſtraints, 
which true Religion and Piety lay them under? 
Is not this kind of preaching and teaching de- 
ſtructive of all moral and ſocial Virtue, with- 
out which no Society could ſubſiſt? Does it 
not deſtroy the Law of Nature, as well as the 
Lawof Grace, which tye Men up to the Ob- 
fervance of all thoſe Duties which the Goſpel 
has enjoined ? What are all theſe Duties and 
Precepts enjoin'd in the Goſpel for, if not for 
Chriſtians to practiſe ? If they are of no Ef- 


fect, why are they mention'd? If Faith in 


Chriſt was alone ſafficient, what did St. Paul. 
and the other Saints, write their Epiſtles'and 
excellent Diſcourſes for ? What. occaſion was 


there for our Saviour himſelf, to compile and 


frame fo excellent a Scheme of Morality, if it 
was not a Rule of Duty to all his Diſciples ; 
and if they were not under an indiſpenſible 


Obligation to practiſe thoſe Virtues which he 


taught and commanded, and by his Example 
recommended to Mankind? And although 
thoſe Works which do follow out of a lively 
Faith will not be accepted but through the 


Merits of our Redeemer, | yet are they not 


made an indifpenfible Condition of our attain- 
ing eternal Salvation through the Merits of 
Chriſt? And as to any one's aſſerting that they 
are abſolutely, efficaciouſſy, and effectually 
neceſſary without the Merits of Chriſt (which 
indeed is Deiſm) Who do you know among 


the Clergy that preaches ſuch Doctrine? 
Name 


I. 


*34% 


is 
My 5: | 
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Name them if you can. Will you dare then 
to pronounce a Charge upon the whole Body 
of the Clergy, without being able to Prove one 
of them 90 7. 

In p. 29. Lou paraphraſe on the Words, 
« Neither make thyſelf over-wiſe, thus, Set not 
te up thy own ſcanty Aprchenſion againſt the 
* Wiſdom. of God. Now to turn your 


own Words againſt yourſelf. Is not this the 


ſeyereſt Satire or Sarcaſm that can poſſibly be 


made upon you? For is it not plain, from 


what has been before repeated, that you ſet up 
your own ſcanty Apprehenſion againſt the Wiſ- 
dom of God, as delivered by his Apoſtles, 
and Prophets, and Teachers, in tlie ſacred 
Scriptures? 5 

Ihen, as to the laſt Words, 77 by ſhouldft 


thou de eftroy 155 If? It? The laſt Senſe you give of 


them is very juſt; that is, Why ſhouldſt thou 


reject the Counſel of ; God in the Goſpel, a- 


inſt thyſelf, or by any troubleſome over- 
bearing, and dogmatical Raſhneſs, make thy 
ſelf at once Fonte fp pfiſer and odious among 
Men? 

e now my F id; Seagrave, What 


could induce you to make yourſelf ſo contem- 


ptible and odious as you, have, by publiſhing 
the Pamphlet before me [8 Was it to draw 
yourſelf or your Name out of that Obſcurity 
which you had long lain under, and render 
Kae remarkable; or to make you to be ta- 


en Particular Notice of, for writing againſt a a 


learned 


I 
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learned and worthy Antagoniſt ? — 
out of Affectation and Singularity, and becauſe 
you had a mind to go out of the common 
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Was it 


Road? Was it to vindicate a ridiculous ect, 
that are not to be vindicated on the Principles 
of true Religion, which is not to be Ir OPaga- 
ted by the Methods they have taken, uem in 


finem? Cui bono? Or laſtly, Why ſhou d you 


be fo vain and fooliſh as to ſet your Name to 


that Piece which has expoſed you to the 
Laughter and Ridicule of all Mankind, oy 


And now, Sir, having briefly gone MET 
your Anſwer to Dr. 7; rafp, give me leave to 


make a few Striftures on your other Perform- 
ance, entituled, Remarks on the Biſhop of Lon- 
don's Paſtoral Letter. ] muſt firſt premiſe, 

by way of Obſervation, that your Stile i in this 


Pamphlet has leſs Decency than even in your 


other Performance, and ſhews you to be a 


thorough Grubean. You fay, p. 1. you © 15 


* prehend his Lordſhip has miſtaken the Ca 


« and delivered himſelf in a Manner not 10 


« conſiſtent with the antient Truths of the 


© Goſpel.” What theſe antient Truths are, 
the Reader may ſee in ſome Parts of this Pam- 


phlet, which is full of Abſurdities, Contra- 5 


dictions, and Falſhood. But pray bow came 
you by theſe invaluable Diſcoveries, theſe 


* antient Truths,” and which (if we can be- 


lieve you) the eſtabliſhed Church, and the 
moſt eminent and learned Dünne that ever 


appeared in that Church, have hitherto, and 


are 


4 
k 
hb 
| 
0 
7 
> 1 
4? 
1 
I 
oo 
. ; 
+} 
bi 
1 
= 


we 4 
3 Son 9 


* om e_. 
— 4 
tro rm men 
— — ³wm— ß 2 


— 
— 


= ow Wu 3 — 
Fg „ dry © < "ug — 
— 4 


8 ww — — 


* 2 


oe A dos — 222 


r 


e . eaves. - St 


— — 
* 
— . — 


— 
— — — 
mul 
— 


1303 
are. ſtill (the truly. great and learned Prelate 
you. are addreſſing, not excepted) ignorant 


of? Why you anſwer, p. 5. his Lordſhip does 


not know how to diſtinguiſh between hot and 


cold, and therefore tis impoſſible he ſhould 
But to be ſerious. In 
P. 8. you ſay, the Paſtoral Letter thinks fit 
< to teach, that Men will be accepted and re- 


know the Truth. 


« warded of God (fee p. 13.) according to the 


Degree and Meaſure of Goodneſs to which 
ce they are arrived in this Life; whereas the 
Liturgy of our Church (fay you), and parti- 


cularly. the 11th of the 39 Articles teaches, 
that we are accounted righteous before God 


only for the Merit of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt; and then you tell us what you 
apprehend. _—— Now pray is it not plain to 
common Apprehenſion, that when it is faid 


we are: juſtified only through the Merits of 


Chriſt, the Term only muſt relate to the Cauſe 
of our Juſtification, or that, upon Account of 


which, our Obedience ſhall be accepted. Does 
the Liturgy, or the Articles of our Church, or 


the Scripture any where ſay, that good Works 

(i. e. Works of Piety and Virtue, ſuch as Ju- 
ſtice, Temperance, Charity, and the like) fig- 
nify nothing? What does the New Teſtament 
abound with ſuch a Number of moral Pre- 


—_ * ſuch 1 Exhortations and Per- 


ſuaſives 


* cc Our Saviour thro' the whole Courſe of his Miniſtry 
« re-eſtabliſhed Morality in its utmoſt Purity; he fully laid 


W.. open the true vouree thereof; he gave forth Rules 8 


the 


| 
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ſuaſives to Virtue, and Difſuaſives from Vice, 
if not to lay Men under an indiſpenſible Ne- 

ceſſity of performing them, and anſwering the 
End of their Faith? As to what you'talk of 
ſupernatural Aſſiſtance, I refer you to my 
Notes on Mr. Whitefield's Vindicator, with 
whom, I ſuppoſe, you hold a Correſpondence. 
But to go on: In p. 10. you very ardently 
_ exclaim againſt the falling away of the Clergy 

(by which you mean all but Vhitęfteld and 
yourſelf) from the Doctrines of the Reforma- 
tion; and, by this Means, claim to yourſelf 
the Merit of knowing more than all the 
Biſhops, Clergy and Laity of all the reformed 
Churches in the World befides. However, 


you, ſay Numbers of the Laity begin “ to tee ” 


for hitherto they have been all blind I 


ſuppoſe; and then, in p. 11. you begin to talk 
of Truth again, and pay a Compliment to 


your Noncon Friends, and tell them, it hes 


on their Side; tho' afterwards you | ſpoil that 


Compliment by confining it to a poor pitiful 
Number of them, the Free Grace ones. —— 
Now don't you think they laugh at you? 
But to what purpoſe do you talk of the Truth, 


when 


the whole Duty both of Mankind in general, and of each 
« Perſon in particular. They were general indeed, but per- 
« fect; entirely conformable to right Reaſon, and the true 
56 Intereſts of Mankind. His Diſciples every- where (except 
« Mr. Whitefield) have preached up this moſt holy Doctrine: 
« Nevertheleſs, even in the Times of the Apoſtles, certain 


« falſe Doctors, not a few, had crept into the Church.” 


PurrEN DORF See the Introduction, p.17. 
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when the Truth is you know nothing of the 
matter? Do you mean the Truth of the Go- 

ſpel? If fo, you have © changed the Truth of 
God into a Lye,” But I ſuppoſe you mean 
the Truth of what Mr. Whitefield pretends ; if 
ſo, you put me in mind of a common Pro- 
verb, Seeing is believing, but feeling is the 
0 Truth.” Fa as you ſay Numbers of the 
Laity begin to ſee, it is to be hoped by 
and by they will fee/ too. In p. 16. you 
come to prove, that the Operations of the Spi- 
rit (which have occaſioned this Quarrel be- 
tween you and me) are diſcernible, and ſur- 


vey the true Senſe (that is, your Senſe) of the 


Seriptures, and the Paſſages of the Liturgy on 


this Head. And firſt, "ot the Ordination of 


Deacons the Biſhop puts an expreſs Queſtion, 
© Do you truſt that you are moved by the 
„Holy Ghoſt?” (i. e. in the common and 


obvious Senſe of the Words. Do you truſt 


© that you are under the Influence of God's 
e Holy Spirit ?”) Then you aſk, © Can a Per- 


©. ſon 4 ed by the Holy Ghoſt, and not 


* perceive and be ſenſible that he is moved?” 
Py but how? Is it a literal, natural and 
mechanical Senſation 
and divine one? No; you ſay “ it is an Ope- 
ration upon the Spirit, parallel to one upon 
the Body. 
natural and mechanical Operation; for all the 
Operations upon the Body (to which you ſay 


the Operations en che "PER are parallel) are 
ſuch, 


or a ſpiritual, moral 


If ſo, it muſt be a literal, 


— ˙ . ̃ c ts 
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ſach, and can be called by no other Name. 


Now if theſe Operations upon the Spirit are 


parallel to thoſe upon the Body, then the 
muſt be evident, that is, appear by their Ef- 
fets— outwardly, in the/ſame manner as na- 


tural Operations do: And then if fo; what 


Occaſion is there for the Bifhop to aſk}, © Whe- 


ther the Perſon to be ordained is mbved by 


the Holy Ghoſt,” when he might ſee whe- 
ther he was or no, by the outward, viſible Ef- 
fects of theſe Operations, which you fay are 
parallel to thoſe on the Body ? ——You fay 
next, that in the Office for Viſitation of the 
Sick, the Miniſter prays that Almighty God 
would cauſe the Perſon to know and fee}, that 


there is none other Name under Heaven gi 98 
to Men whereby they may be faved. 


W 
can any Perſon (even of the loweſt Apprehen- 
ſions) take theſe Words in any other than a 


ſpiritual or moral Senſe ! ? Is it poſſible for any 


Perſon to know and feel, in a natural and me- 


chanical Senſe, what is there ſpoken of? Is not 


this Knowledge and Senſation ſpiritual and 


moral? The ſame Obſervation will hold good 
with regard to the 17th Article of the Church, 
which you have quoted. As to the foreral 
Texts of Scripture which you have cited, in 


order to prove the natural and mechanical 995 


rations of the Spirit your Comments and Ob- 
ſervations upon them are fo childiſh and filly, 
as well as foreign to the Drift of thoſe Texts, 
that J am aſhamed to repeat them; ſo ſhall 


C pass 
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paſs on to the 24th Page, where you have 
made ſome Obſervations upon a Paſlage of his 
Lordſhip's which you have tranſcribed, and 
which nervouſly, ſolidly, and judiciouſly 
confutes the ridiculous Notions you have 
imbibed. © We are firmly perſuaded (ſays 
his Lordſhip, p. 26.) in general, that we 
< live under the gracious Influence of the Ho- 
© ly Spirit; and that he both excites and en- 
ables us to do good. But that this or that 
Thought or Action is an Effect of the ſole 


cc 


cc 


© own Minds; or that the Holy Spirit and our 
c natural Conceptions do reſpectively contri- 
cc bute to this or that Thought or Action, in 
*< ſuch a Meaſure or to ſuch a Degree; theſe 
«' are Things we dare not fay, both becauſe 


£6. 


* know of the Wind from whence it cometh 


and whither it goeth: And becauſe we clear- 


ze 


ly ſee, that all Pretences to that Knowledge, 
* unleſs accompanied with the proper Evi- 
cc 


On. 
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10 


claims 


Motion or immediate Impulſe of the Holy 
Spirit, without any Co-operation of our 


our Saviour has told us, we know no more 


« of the Workings of the Spirit, than we 


* dences of a divine Inſpiration, would open 
* a Door to endleſs Enthuſiaſm and Deluſi- 


bw vo which you obſerve, p. 24. that if his 
rdſhip means the extraordinary Evidences | 
of divine Inſpiration, Mr. }/hrztefield neither 


e 


. 
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claims the Thing nor its Evidences.* To con- 


fute this, I appeal to the Teſtimony, not only 
of every one that has heard him preach and 


pray, but that has read his Journals and other 


Diſcourſes. - Beſides, if Mr. Whitefield: has 
made no ſuch extranrdinary Claims, What has 
all this Noiſe and Buſtle been about? —— So 
that this, Mr. Seagrave, is one of the Falſe- 


_ hoods 1 charge you with. Well, you ſay if 
his Lordſhip means the Evidences 55 ordinary 


Inſpiration, or the Tokens of his miniſterial 
Qualifications, theſe appear from his Preach- 
ing and Regularity of his private Life. In an- 


{wer to this, I refer you to my Note on Mr. 
Whitefield's Vindicator in the General Evening 
Poſt. In p. 26. you make a beautiful and 
learned Criticiſm on the Similitude of the 
Workings of the Spirit with the Wind, and 
correct his Lordſhip, for ſay ing that our Sa- 


cc 


viour has told us that we know no more of 
the Workings of the Spirit, than we know 
of the Wind, from whence it cometh or 


cc 


cc 


** whither it goeth,” This Similitude, fay 


you, only ſhews our Ignorance (your Igno- 
rance you ſhould have ſaid) of the manner of 
the Spirit's acting, not of the acting itſelf, It 
does not at all affect the very Actings, Percep- 


CY tibility, 


, Dow he not claim an extraordinary Degree of divine In- 


ſpiration, which is the ing he is charged with? And as to its 


Evidences, he would have a very good Title to them was he 
poſſeſſed of the hing. But here lies the Caſe, Mr. Whitefield 
has claimed the thing without being able to give one ſingle 


Evidence of it; and tis that which has expoſed him to the 


Laughter and Ridicule of all Mankind. 


— 
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tibility, for we perceixe the Wind in itſelf, not 


Effects merely. 


Pray Sir, ſince you have 


ſuch an extraordinary Degree of Diſcernment 


above other Men, give us A Deſcription of the 


Wind? What does it look like? When you 


ſee (2. e. perceiye it) you ſay you perceive it 


in itlelf, not Effects merely. Now I hope you 


can't perceive without ſeeing it, can you? 


Now 1s it not plain that the Drift and Mean- 
ing of our Sayiour's Compariſon, is to ſhew 
that the Operations of the Spirit are only diſ- 


cernible by their Effects, as the Wind is —— 


And therefore his Lordſhip's Concluſion juſtly 


follows: We ſhould know nothing of the 


Wind but by its Effects, becauſe it is a Thing 


that cannot be diſcerned. —— So neither can 


we know when any one 1s under the ordinary 


Influence of the Holy Spirit, but by the Effects 


of it in his Life and Converſation; nor when 


any one is endowed with an extraordinary PO w- 


er or Operation of the Spirit, but by ſome Mi- 
ROT or other external Evidence equal there- 
to. In p. 27. you ſay, upon Suppoſition, Mr. 


Wi, cal ſhould be enthuſiaſtical or miſled, it 


by no means affects the Truth of his Doctrines. 


What! is the Truth of any Doctrine to be de- 
pended upon that comes from an Enthuſiaſt, 
or one that is miſled? Is ſuch a Perſon qualifi- 


ed to teach and inſtruct others, who is confeſ- 


ſedly miſled himſelf? Can it be ſuppoſed that 


ſuch a one ſhould preach ſound Doctrine? But 


I ſuppoſe Enthuſiaſm here is to be taken in a 


good 


| 


1 
good Senſe, You fay his Lordſhip appears of- 
fended © that Mr. Whztefield ſhould conceive 
* himſelf to have a ſpecial and immediate 
© Miftion * from God, that he ſpeaks of his 
e preaching as the ſole Work of a divine Pow- 


cer. — To which you anſwer moſt ridicu- 
louſly, that every real Miniſter has a ſpecial 
and immediate Miſſion from God. — -To 
which I an{wer : —- No Miniſters (ſince the 
Days of the Apoſtles) have had any extraordi- 
nary, ſpecial, or immediate Miſſion from God 
becauſe, if fo, they muſt have given ſome 
Proof of it, which no one has ever been able 
to do. Their Miſſion is only ordinary and 
mediate, and they derive it one from another 
in the Order and Method appointed by Chriſt 
himſelf in the viſible Church 
And is it not plain and evident, that what 
his Lordſhip levelled at and meant, was in Op- 
poſition to the extraordinary Claims Mr, Mhite- 
Coy 6043720449 ol 
* Tn the primitive Times, when any Perſon made any ex- 
traordinary Pretences, he was to undergo a publick Trial; and 
thereby a falſe Prophet ſeldom eſcaped long without bein 
convinced by all, and judged by all. And it ſhewed the Rea- 
ſonableneſs of that Command of St. Paul's, that the Prophets 
ould ſubmit what they ſay to the Fudgment of their Brethren, 
1 Cor. xiv. 29. For fince from the very Beginning there were 
falſe. Prophets, and deceitful Workers, who endeavoured to 
transform themſelves into the true Apoſtles and Meſſengers of 
Chriſt, 2 Cor. xi. 13. the Apoſtles thought fit to lay down 
Rules for the 7rying of Spirits, 1 Cor. xii. 3 Now the 
fitteſt way of doing this was by the joint Advice of the Go- 
vernors of the Church aſſembled together; as we find the 
Biſhops of Aſia meeting together, diſcovered the Falſeneſs of 
Montanus and his Followers: and this was a uſeful Method to 


ſecure the Church againſt //mpofors. But I forget, a Convoca- 
tion now is an Ingquiſition ! 


383 
field has pretended to, and which he will never 


be able to make any Title to, and with which 
his Lordſhip is very juſtly offended, and which 


Delution. 

I There is one and Abſurdity and Inconſiſt- 
ency running through the whole String of 
your Arguments, and which I wonder a Per- 
ſon of your extraordinary Diſcernment ſhould 
not ſee or perceive before, and that is, with regard 
to what you fo often mention, and repeat the 
Liturgy and Articles of the Church to ſup- 
port, I mean, our being juſtified only thro' 


and paſſive Obedience for our Juſtification, 
p. 32. and which is the only Cauſe of our Ju- 
ſtification. Now I would beg leave to obſerve, 


exclude good Works, do, in effect, exclude 
our Faith out of the Queſtion. For if we are 


accounted righteous, which, by the way, i 

plies the Neceſſity. of Righteouſneſs, or N 
Works) only through the Merits of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesvs CHRIST; then does not 


this Term only confine the whole of our Juſti- 
fication to what is there mention'd, the Me- 


your way of arguing, we are not juſtified by 
Faith, any more than by good Works, I 
only mention this, to ſhew that the Arguments 
that you bring to exclude good Works, may 


equally 


has opened a Door to endlels Enthuſiaſm and 


the Merits of Chriſt, p. 8. of Chriſt's active 


that theſe Arguments, which are intended to 


juſtified (or as the Article ſtrongly . 


rits of our Saviour? If ſo then, according to 
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equally be brought to exclude Faith out of the 
Affair of our Juſtification, In p. 32. you fay 
again, Chriſt is the a/one Ground and Author 
of our Juſtification, in oppoſition to good 
Works, which you fay indeed are the © Duty 
of a Chriſtian; and then, in p. 33. ſpeak- 
ing of the Law of Righteouſnek, you fay, 
* our Will ſhould ſtand the way“ you there 
ſpeak of, which is © to neglect that Law. — 
So in the ſame Page you fay © Morality will 
* {till be found.“ What ſaying and unſaying 
is here. Firſt, good Works are the Duty of a 
Chriſtian, © and Morality, or the Law of 
bo Righteouſneſs, will {till be found: But yet, 
* our Will muſt ſtand another way.” 

And now briefly to reſume the Argument. 
What can you mean by Juſtification by Faith 
alone, when at the fame time you are forced 
to allow the Neceſſity of good Works, pro- 
ceeding from that Faith, from your Compari- 
fon drawn from the Fruits of the Tree, in p. 
12. of your Anſwer to Dr. Trapp, where you 
ſay ſometimes, © fair Trees bear nothing but 
“Leaves; if a deſpiſed and caſt out Tree 
955 brings forth good vifible Fruit, ſuch Fruit 
ee is an irrefragable Proof of its Genuineneſs, 
* and makes it fo far preferable even to thoſe 
“ein the Garden,” And again in the fame 
Page, © It is remarkable, great and undoubt- 
« ed Reformation has arifen upon the Man- 
e ners of the Age by the Itinerant's preach- 
„ ing.” Now theſe Aſſertions, Fruits of the 

If Tree 
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Tree and Reformation, are an evident Proof 
of the Neceſſity of good Works, which are 
the only viſible Marks whereby a lively Faith 
is to be diſcerned : By their Fruits ye ſhall 
know them, that is, by ſome viſible external 
Signs or Evidences, not by the internal, invi- 
ſible Motions of What ſome People fancy the 
Spirit. Beſides, how can Reformation be evi- 
dent if not in Works? Therefore, if great Re- 
formation has ariſen upon the Manners of the 
Age, is it not plain that this muſt be meant 
and underſtood of Works? And does it now 
not follow from your own Doctrine, that good 
Works are neceſſary? Then as to your Do- 
ctrine of Regeneration or the New Buth, 
What can this conſiſt in but Repentance and 
Amendment of Life? No, according to you, 
it conſiſts in Impulſes, inward Feelings, and 
nobody knows what. I cannot forbear on this 
Occaſion making a Quotation or two from a 
little Book now before me, printed in the 
Year 1670, entituled, The Grounds and Occa- 
fions of the Contempt of the Clergy and Religion 
enquired into, - The merry Author, after 
expoſing ſome ridiculous Preachers among the 
Clergy. (ſuch as Whitefield and yourſelf) ex- 
Preſſes himſelf thus: I ſhall only mind you, 
*« Sir, of one Thing more, and that is, the ri- 
* diculous, ſenſeleſs, and unintended Uſe 
which many make of their Concordances. 
Tfhall give you but one Inſtance of it, tho 
I could furniſh you with a hundred. The 
| Text. 
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Text, Sir, is this, Gal. vi. 1 5. Por i in Chrif 
eſis, neither Ci reumcifion nor Uncircum- 
cifion availeth any thing, but a new Creature. 
— Now all the World knows the Meaning 
of this to be, that let a Man be of what 
Nation he will, whether Jer or Gentih, 
if he amends his Life and worketh Righ- 
teouſneſs, and walks according to the Gos 
pel, he hall be accepted with him. But 
this is not the way that pleaſes them. They 
muſt bring into the Sermon, to no purpoſe 
at all, vait Heaps of Scripture (which the 
Concordance will furniſh them with) where 
the Word new 1s mention d. And the Ob- 
ſervation muſt be, that God is for new 
Things, God 1s for a new Creature, Ot. 
Fohn xix. 41. Now in the Place Tobere he 
was crucified, there was a Garden, and in 
the Garden a new Sepulchre, wherein Man 
was never yet laid, there laid they Jeſus. 
And again, St. Mark xvi. 17. Chriſt tells 
his Diſciples, that they that are true Believers 


ſhall caft out Devils, and fpeak with New 


Tongues. And likewiſe the Prophet teach- 
es us, T/a. xlii. 10. Sing unto the. Lord @ 
New Song, and his Praiſe unto the End of 
the Earth. =Whence it is plain, that 
Chriſt is not for old Things; : he is not for an 
Old Sepulchre ; he is not for Old Tongues; 
he is not for an Old Song; he 1 is not for the 


EO Old 
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Old Creature; but Chriſt is for the N ew 
e Sepulchre, New Tongues, a New Song, and 
<<. New Creature. And what do we read 
concerning Samfon, Judg. xv. 15. Is it not 
hat he flew a thouſand of the Philiftines with 
ct one new Faw Bone? An old one might have 
killed its tens, its - twenties, its hundreds, 

« but it muſt be a New Jaw Bone that's able 
* to kill a thouſand : God is for the New 
e Lreature?! 

The Author of this Bock very wittily expo- 
85 that ſenſeleſs, canting, whining, ridiculous 
Way of preaching ; and thoſe low, mean, and 
fulfome Compariſons, Alluſions, and Allego- 
ries-which abounded in the Sermons of ſome of 
the Preachers of thoſe Times; and in which 
Mr. Whitefield in his Sermons and Journals has 
exceeded all that ever went before him. He 
has outdone all the Enthuſiaſts that ever yet ap- 
peared among us. Even the Quakers them 
Þ er (thoſe eminent Enthuſiaſts of our Times) 
do not utter more unconnected, incoherent 
Rhapſodies than Mr. Mhiteſield has ſtuffed his 
Journals and Sermons with. The Author a- 
bove quoted gives a merry Inſtance or two of 
this  —— — He fays, that one Preacher 
4 ſpeaking upon theſe Words of St. John, — 
e Theſe Things I write unto you that ye fin not, 
*. obſerved that it was the Purpoſe of the Scri- 
11% 7 to drive Men from Sin. — Says he, 

1 « Theſe 


» Grounds oh Ducifions by the Contempt of the Clergy: 


— 


* 
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Theſe Scriptures contain Doctrines, Pre- 
cepts, Promiſes, Threatnings, and  Hiſto- 
ries. Now, fays he, take theſe five ſmooth 
Stones, and: put them into the Scrip' of the 
Heart, and throw them with the Sling of 
Faith, by the Hand of a ſtrong Reſolution, 


* 


* 
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cc 


ſee it, like Goliath, fall before us. So ano- 
ther Preacher telling his Congregation it is 
Goodneſs by which we muſt aſcend to Hea- 
ven, and that Goodneſs is the milky Way 
to Jupiter s Palace, could not reſt here, but 


cc 
cc 
c 
cc 
cc 
cc 

cc 


cc 


ditations, fearing, I ſuppoſe, leſt ſome Peo- 
ple ſhould miſtake, and think to go to Hea- 
ven by eating now and then a Meſs of 
Morning Milk, becauſe the Way was faid 


<« to be milky.” 
Several of my ions that have TEE) 


cc 
cc 


cc 


Mr. Whitefield, tell me that this is much like 


his way of Preaching, And what Contempt 


and Diſeſteem would our Clergy, Church, and 
Religion fall into, if it had WIR" fuch rhap- 


ſodical Preachers ? 

But however, Nan irexvburity Mr. 
Whitefield commits, is his breakin £ through 
the Rules of Decency and Order. To leave 
a Place ſet apart for the Service of God to 


hana in the Fields. But you ſay, No; he 


was 


againſt the Forehead ' of Sin, and we ſhall 


muſt tell his Congregation further, that to 
ſtrengthen us in our Journey, we muſt not 
take Morning Milk but ſome Morning Me- 
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was turned ont of the Church. I fay, he turn- 


ed himſelf out. Did not he declare War with 


her Articles' of Faith ? What, muſt an opeh 
and avowed Oppoſer of her fundamental Do- 


ctrines be hugged in her Boſom? No, 
while he profefſed himſelf a Clergyman of 
out” Church, let him not endeavour to bring 


all its Enemies unto its very Heart to tear 
it all to pieces. Let him do as all other 


ee do, and muſt fit down con- 


tented, and preach and pray where the Pro- 


vidence of God, and the Bounds and Li- 


mits of the Church had confined and limited 
him. When Clergymen are ordained, they 


are not ordained at random to preach in ge- 


neral to the whole World, as they travel u 


and down the Road, but to this or that parti- 


cular Pariſn; and no queſtion the Reaſon is to 


prevent ſpiritual Pedling, and gadding up and 


down the Country with a Bag of trifling and 


inſignificant Sermoris, enquiring who will buy 
any Doctrine? And as Example of any kind 


is generally powerful and prevalent ; fo who 


knows but that this may ſet other young, 


raw, undiſciplined Sparks agog to follow his 
Example? For there are a great many un- 


thinking People (like Mr. Whitefield) who 


are not poſſeſſed ſo highly with the mere Dig- 
nity of the Office, and Honourableneſs of the 
Employment, but think, had they but a Li- 


cenſe and Authority to preach, Oh! how they 


could 


45 1 

could pay it off! And that they could tell the 
People ſuch ſtrange Things as they never heard 
before in all their Lives. That they have got 
ſuch a commanding Voice, ſuch heart-break- 
ing Expreſſions, ſuch a peculiar Method of 
Text-dividing, and ſuch notable Helps for the 
interpreting all Difficulties in Scripture, that 
they can ſhew the People a much ſhorter Way 
to Heaven than all that ever. went before 
. „ 


I hope, Sir, you won't take it amiſs upon 
this Occaſion, if, in this Letter to you, I take 
notice of a Pamphlet or two, which have ap- 
peared fince the Publication of yours, and I 
ſuppoſe were intended to ſupply thoſe Detects 
the Authors thought appeared in your Per- 
formance, or perhaps ſtalked out as Seconds in 
a Battle, which they expected between you 
and Dr. Trapp. The firſt is {aid to be wrote 
by a fuperannuated Fellow of our College, 
who formerly made a great Figure in the 
Dunciad , but at preſent is worn out with 
Age, and other Infirmities. He was reckoned 
to be as great an Adept as any among us, ha- 
ving read the learnedeſt and moſt elaborate 
Pieces that ever appeared in Grub/treet, which 
has furniſh'd him with the greateſt Meaſure and 
_ Extent of Grubæan Knowledge and Learning 
of any in our College; but, as I intimated 
before, he has now ſunk. beneath the Weiser 
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of his own Profundity. It ſeems one Day, 


after having read a Page or two of Dr. 7 rapp's 
Sermons, he retired into his Study, and rout- 


ing and looking over his Library, he met with 
Part of a Tract, publiſhed about a hundred 


Vears ago by an old Anabaptiſtical Teacher, 
upon the Doctrine of Juſtification by Faith; 


by the Help of which, and ſome other Scraps 


thas lay about his Study, he ſet himſelf down, 

and put on his Spectacles, ſeveral whole After- 
noons ſucceſſively, and at laſt ſcrawled that 
wretched Piece, which has ſince been publiſh- 
ed under the Title of, Dr. Trapp tried and 
caſt. For my part, I am at a loſs to know 
what Dr. Trapp, will be able to ſay in Vindi- 
cation of himſelf in anſwer to theſe elabo- 
rate Pieces: But this I muſt ſay, that with all 


his Learning, Skill and Judgment, he never 
will be able to anſwer thoſe ſolid and convin- 


cing Arguments which run through this whole 
Performance; which, as to the Learning ot it, 
is greatly admired; and though, Sir, it has 


not had the good Luck to run tro more than 


the firſt Impreſſion (your's having the Advan- 
tage coming out firſt) yet hear it is general- 
ly eſteemed before your's —— As to the Stile 
and Diction, it is perfectly in the Anile Way 


and Manner, and the learned Pieces he has 


quoted proves him to be a thorough Antiqua- 


rian, and well furniſhed with all Kind of 


Grubæan Knowledge. He tells a merry Story 
of 
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of a dignified Drone, which puts me in mind 
of what a Friend of mine related, who had 
been to hear Mr. //h:tefield preach one Sunday 
Morning in Moorfields, and he happened to be 
upon the Subject of Faith. His Sermon 
abounded with Tropes/and Figures of Rheto- 
rick, and a great many curious Alluſions and 
Metaphors, and was exactly in the Stile and 
Manner of a famous Divine in Oliver Crom- 
wells Time, (much ſuch another as my Friend 
Seagrave) who adviſing the People in Days of 
Danger to run unto the Lord, tells them 
<* that they cannot go to the Lord, much leſs 
run without Feet. There be therefore two 
“Feet to run to the Lord with, Faith and 
% Prayer. Tis plain, Faith is a Foot; for 
« by Faith we ſtand, 2 Cor. i. 24. The ſe- 
* cond is Prayer, a ſpiritual Leg to bear us 
e thither. Now that Prayer is a ſpiritual 
Leg, appears from ſeveral Places of Scrip- 
* ture; as that of onab ſpeaking of coming, 
* chap. ii. 7. And my Prayer came unto thine 
e Holy Ti emple. And likewiſe from that of the 
5 Apoſtle, who ſays, Heb. iv. 16. Let us 
therefore go unto'the Throne of Grace: Both 
intimating that Prayer is a ſpiritual Leg, 
there being no coming or going to the 
“ Lord without the Leg of Prayer,” The 
Parſon further added, Now, ſays he, that 
© theſe Feet may be able to bear us thither, 
Ve mult put on the Hoſe of Faith; for the 
« Apoſtle 
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« Apoſtle ſays, Our Het muſt de ſbed-avith 


<« the Preparation of the Gofpel of Peace. — 
Now I think this is a much merrier Story 


than the old Gentleman's above quoted +; tho 
J think our Parſon is a little obſcure : for at firſt 


Faith was a F oot, by and by it is a Hoſe, and 
at laſt it proves a Shoe. The Servitor of 
our College acquaints me, that the old 3 
tleman, Author of the aboveſaid Tract „ i 

actually the Author of ſeveral other en 


mous Pamphlets, which have likewiſe appear- 


ed againſt poor Dr. Trapp. -One he has 


entituled, Dr. Trapp vindicated from the Im- 


putation of being @ Chriſtian. —— Another he 
calls, An explanatory Sermon on that m Raten 
Text, Be not righteous overmuch, - &c. 


And another, The: Divine 4 ie, or Chrif 


within us. 


And now, Sir, let me offer you a word or 
two of Advice. Firſt, I would caution you 
againſt making your Suit ſo much to the Diſ- 
ſenters. Kare a care i on you run ? 


* vec r St 00: Believe 


* Th Bread. plate be his Righteouſneſs, 
His facred Truth thy Loins ſurround; 
Shod be thy beauteous Feet with Peace, 
we ns forth, and ſpread the Goſpel ſound. 


« Mr. Ch: Weley's Hymn to'Mr- Whitefield. 


ps e I See the * agony of bis ag 


\# 


1 Dr. Trapp tried and caſt.” 
| Idem. 
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Believe me, the wiſeſt and moſt diſcreet a- 
mong them laugh at you; and the Opinion 
in general of them concerning you, 1s much 


the ſame that 1s given of. Hudibras, who was 


taken | 
* | iv a Tool 
That Knaves A orll wit "With, call d a Fool. 


You don't conſider whoſe Work you are 
doing. Tis not the Diſſenters, I aſſure you; 
and as to your joining them with thoſe, whom 
you ſtigmatize with the ſenſleſs Name of Me- 
thodiſts, they don't thank you for it. The 
Doctrine of Juſtification and Regeneration are 
not held by them in the Senſe you have given; 
which indeed is no Senſe at all: And I aſſure 

vou, Sir, all honeſt Men among them diſdain 
inch amphibious Animals as you are: 


A Creature of amfbibious Nature, 


On Land a Beaſt, a Fiſh by Water. 


As to your inſulting and aſperſing the Me- 
mory of Archbiſhop Laud, and charging him 


with Anti-reformation Principles; 'tis much 


like my old Friend and Fellow-Labourer Mr. 


Chaidler, who I remember ſomewhere charges 


that Prelate (who died in the Service of the 
Church of England; which, one would think, 


is itſelf a ſufficient Evidence of his being a 
ſound and a true Member of that Church) 
D with 
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with being popiſhly affected, and attempting 
to introduce Popery by theſe learned and ſa- 
gacious Arguments: —— His coming into 


Church with a ſquare. Cap in his Hand; his 


ordering ſome more Candleſticks to be hung 


up and placed in the $ urches, which being 
made of Braſs (as the 


apiſts are) was a Sign 
he wanted to introduce Popery ; but efpecial- 
ly his ſetting up two Katt w large Tapers 
at the Communion-Table, was Popery itſelf: 


And then another irrefragable Proof was his 


toſſing and ſprinkling Duſt and Dirt about, 


and dancing and playing his Monkey Tricks, 


when he conſecrated Churches; (the Reader 
may ſee a learned and moſt elabotate Account 
given of thoſe Gambols at the Conſecration 
of Cree-Church, in Mr. Chandler's Hiſtory of 
Perfecution : ) And when Mr. Chandler was 
reprimanded by an eminent and learned Di- 
vine of the Church he was abuſing + for 
thoſe Inſults, and had the Teſtimony of his 
own beloved Author I.imborc (who, by the 
Way, Was no Friend to the good old Arch- 
biſhop) directly turned, againſt him, who 
gave a ſolemn Atteſtation of the Archbiſhop' 3 


oppoling the Papiſts in the moſt eſſential 
Points of Doctrine; and when it is known 


to all the World, that he made the greateſt 
Number of Converts from Popery that ever 
any Clergyman did; and when his Confe- 


ference 
＋ Dr. 1 


ES 
ference with Fiſher the Jeſuit had raiſed his 
Character to the higheſt Pitch of Renown: I 
fay, when Mr. Chandler was told all this, 
what did he fay ? Why, he confeſſed that he 
oppoſed the Papiſts in the manner above- 
mention'd ; but nevertheleſs, becauſe he was 
(as he thinks) of a perſecuting Temper, he 
was as bad as a Papiſt ——And the ſquare 
Cap and long Tapers ſtick in his Stomach 
ſadly. So they do too in my Friend NeaT's, 
who has likewiſe given a learned Account of 
the Archbiſhop's Ceremonies +, and which, 


I believe, he tranſcribed from my Brother 
Chandler. 


But I ſhall leave theſe two eee 
gers, and their mongrel Performances, to the 
Correction of their Superiors; and ſhall only 
at preſent obſerve of them, and you my wor- 


thy Friend Seagrave, What! is ſomewhere wit- 
tily obſerved : 


it} 


That put? them in a Bag, and ſhake them 
_ Nourſelf, oth' ſudden wou'd miſtake them, 
And not know which is which, unle 1% Ih 
You meaſure by their . e, 


ya will perhaps aſk, on 18 Ges 
Why J join you with theſe two worthy. and 


D 2 by celebrated 


+ Nealt's Hiſtory of the Puritans. 
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celebrated Champions for Schiſm? And what 
have you to do with what they have | wrote ? 


The Reaſon, Sir, was as well to ſhew that 
there is juſt as much Force in your Arguments 
to prove that the Clergy have fallen away from 
the Doctrines of the Retormation, or of the 
Eftabliſhed. Church, as there is in Chandler's 
: Arguments, to prove Archbiſhop Laud incli- 
nable to Popery ; as alſo becauſe you: have 


profeſſedly joincd with that Party, in carry- 


ing on the good old Cauſe, in blackening, 
defaming, and abufing the Characters of your 
Super iors, not only with regard to their Emi- 


nence for Learning, Skill, and Judgment, 


but for Virtue and Integrity; in ſowing the 


Seeds of Diſſention and Diſcord, in reviving 


Controverſies that have been long at an End, 

and which are of no other Uſe than to weak 
en the Minds, and unſcttle the Principles of 
thoſe wha are ſoon | apt to be ſhaken, and to 


fall from their own Stedfaſtnels. 

I expect (or at leaſt perhaps the Publick 
will expect) you will return ſome trite An- 
{wer to this Epiſtle; but to uſe the Words of 
that learned, elegant, and moſt ingenious 
Writer, the. Vindicator of Mr. Whitefied, a- 
bove-mention'd, and which ſhall ſerve as a 


Concluſion to this Letter: I would adviſe 


« you as à Friend to meddle no more with 
1 5 Controverſy; ; for that ſort of writing ſeems 
ct 


not to be Tau Talent; vou will only: en- 
5 N A tangle 
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< tangle and bewilder yourſelf the mibre,” the 
further you proceed in it. If you ate reſyl- 
„ ved to defend yourſelf again, I will not 
« -promile to take any Notice of you, becauſe 
« there is no great Pleaſure in being engaged 
* with one who has not a Head turned for 
ee the Management of a Diſpute. ' You will 
4 probably, however, conclude that if you 
a 53 the laſt Word you muſt have routed 
« your Antagoniſt, and ſome weak' Readers 
“ may think the ſame: But I regard hot the 
Opinion of thoſe who have not Judgment. 
Horace ſays r 


Sumite materiam veſtris, qui ein, Aqiam 
Viribus & verſate au guid ferre 7 rect ent 
Quid valent Lumen, 


« By that little Notion J have of the Turn 
* of your Genius, I ſhould think it adviſeable 
for you to write ſorerhing with this Title, 


A Seri-comi-religi-criti cal Difertati 2 on 
the two Doctrines f Fuſtification and Rege- 
neration, or the New Birth, as they ſtil at the 
Reformation; proving that they have nit been 
underſtood by any Clergyman fince that Time, 
till Mr. Whitefield appeared, and Arucl new 
Light into them reſpectively; fully proving that 
all the Divines fince that Time have known no- 
thing of the Matter. With an Attempt to prove, 
to a greater Degree of e than any ma- 

5 thematical 
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thematical Demonſtration can amount to, that 
Archbiſhop Tillotſon knew no more of Cbriſtia- 
nity than Mahomet : With a Vindication of 
inward Feelings, proving them as evidently to be 
ſeen, felt, and underſtood, as any natural Sen- 


{ations whatſoever. With a learned and critical 


Account of the Nature and Subſtance of the 


Wind, proving the common Hypothefis, that tis 


known only by its Effects to be falſe. With an 
Appendix, concerning the Cauſe and Cure of 
Methodical Madneſs. 


A Gentleman of your known and diſtin- 
guiſhed Abilities to write upon theſe Subjects, 
would highly oblige the World, and in parti- 


cular, 


Your rel Friend, 


And 223 Brother in the Lord, 


Grubſtreet 9 


Aug. 31. 1739. 


TiMOTHY SCRUB. 


2 53 


